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Response to Proposed Energy Price Increase and Strategic Engagement in Kosovo’s Energy

I am writing to you on behalf of ITBrooklyn, an international technology, energy and defense solutions
provider with a track record of successful partnerships in energy production, downstream oil, gas

operations, and electricity trading across multiple continents. As the Deputy Director of Operations for
the South Eastern Europe region at ITBrooklyn, I oversee a wide array of energy operations, and it is in
this capacity that I address the recent proposal to hike energy prices in Kosovo, as well as our concerns

regarding the broader energy strategy for the country.

We are deeply interested in the energy sector in the Balkans and have a long-term commitment to
supporting its sustainable growth and development. Our company has a well established history of
building effective partnerships and delivering impactful projects in a variety of energy-related sectors
worldwide. We believe that Kosovo’s energy landscape can be transformed into one that not only meets
its domestic needs but also strengthens its standing in the region and internationally. However, we regret
to inform you that our continued support and engagement are being hampered by a series of missed

opportunities and unfulfilled promises.

Foremost, we wish to express our concern regarding the recent energy price hike proposal. We believe this
decision will negatively affect Kosovo's economic growth and energy stability. Our reservations on
this matter are shared by various other nations and organizations that have criticized such hikes on several

grounds:

Economic Impact on Consumers and Industry

Similar price hikes in other countries have led to significant economic slowdowns, affecting both
households and businesses. Increased energy costs disproportionately burden the lower-income segments
of the population and small to medium-sized enterprises, which are crucial to the country’s economic

dynamism.



Environmental and Social Uncertainty

A sudden increase in energy prices without addressing the long-term sustainability of Kosovo’s energy
sector risks environmental and social instability. Countries facing similar challenges have seen public
unrest and growing dissatisfaction due to the lack of investment in renewable energy infrastructure and

energy efficiency measures.

Loss of Competitiveness in the Regional Market

Such a price hike risks making Kosovo less competitive within the regional energy market. Neighboring
countries with stable pricing policies and well-structured energy frameworks will attract investments and
business opportunities that Kosovo could otherwise secure, thereby missing out on key strategic

opportunities in the energy market.

We strongly oppose the proposed price hike and urge the Government of Kosovo and ZRRE to reconsider
this decision in light of the broader economic consequences. Moreover, we are keen to explore alternative
strategies to improve Kosovo’s energy sector that would not only stabilize energy prices but also promote

energy security and sustainability in the long term.

In this regard, ITBrooklyn is prepared to propose a strategic buyout of KEDS and its subsidiaries, with
a commitment to freeze energy prices for the next 12 years. This approach would safeguard consumers
and businesses from price volatility and provide a stable, predictable energy environment. Furthermore,
we are committed to undoing the unfair privatization of KEK Distributer, which, as Prime Minister Kurti
has pointed out, was a significant blunder, hence we hope they’ll support this move of ours as a beacon of
meritocracy and undoing a major unfair move towards the people of Kosovo and the US. We believe that
revisiting this privatization would allow Kosovo to retain greater control over its energy resources and

ensure that the benefits of energy production and distribution remain in the hands of the people.

We must also express our disappointment that ITBrooklyn was not invited to participate in the roundtable
discussions regarding the Energy Strategy, even though many times requested by our local
representatives. Given our extensive expertise, funds & history of successful partnerships in the global
energy sector, we’ve expected to play an active role in shaping Kosovo’s energy future. Furthermore, we
are concerned by the lack of engagement from both the Government of Kosovo and the US Embassy in
this regard. The US Embassy’s failure to meet its commitments to Congress and the Senate has resulted in
American companies, including ours, being sidelined in Kosovo's energy sector despite the US’s direct

involvement in Kosovo’s statehood and the country’s ongoing development.



We would also like to raise a serious concern regarding certain American FSO within the US Embassy
who appear to be involved in year long, maybe even decade long schemes with USAID and the
Millennium Challenge Corporation that do not align with principles of fair play and ethical engagement. It
is disheartening to observe that these actions are impeding the ability of US companies, such as
ITBrooklyn, to compete on a level playing field within Kosovo’s energy market. We believe this

undermines the values that the United States has long championed in Kosovo and the region.

Even though ITBrooklyn is by far the largest IT company available in Kosovo, we have never been
invited to bid on any of the procurements done in the past 3 years, our local team even mentioned
sidelined shadowbans from certain governmental actors within KEK, Ministry of Economy and special
interests at the US Embassy in Prishtina, all of them miraculously linked through millions in grants from

the US taxpayer.

We trust that the Government of Kosovo and the US Embassy will recognize the importance of engaging
with us and other US companies more effectively. We are eager to contribute to Kosovo’s energy strategy
and economic growth, but this requires an environment that is open to collaboration, fair competition, and
long-term commitment. Kosovo doesn’t need another battery that will hold power for a day or two, nor
newer engines for now primitive coal burning and climate threatening equipment which is putting

Prishtina on the first place globally in terms of the worst air quality!

In conclusion, ITBrooklyn remains firmly committed to Kosovo’s energy sector, but we believe that a
more inclusive and transparent approach is needed to ensure that the country’s energy challenges are
addressed in a manner that benefits all stakeholders. We look forward to further discussions and the

opportunity to engage in a meaningful dialogue with the relevant authorities.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We are confident that with the right approach, Kosovo’s

energy future can be prosperous and sustainable for all.

Sincerely,

Stefan Weber

Deputy Director of Operations, South Eastern Europe Region
ITBrooklyn




